ACE Legacy Chair Ebru Ozer’s Report
March 8, 2020
1) On Monday, February 10, the ACE Legacy Team of Miami Coral Park Senior High had a field visit to the
Shark Valley portion of The Everglades National Park. This was the first exposure to the native South Florida
ecosystems for the nine members of the eleven-student ACE team. Through short, on-site lectures, Prof. Ebru
Ozer and Dr. Susan Sprunt taught students concepts related to regional hydrology, plant communities, and
native ecology. All day long, the students fully immersed themselves into the "River of Grass," at the very
heart of the Everglades. They observed alligators, wading birds, and other wildlife right in their natural
habitat. Thanks to the donations from our ASLA Florida Chapter members, the students were also able
to take a tram tour, and learn about the endemic flora and fauna that are not easily observable by just walking
near the front entry trails. A park naturalist narrated the tram tour and quick stops allowed students to
observe nature at work. The last stop of the tram tour was the Observation Tower. Panoramic vistas of the
beautiful wild landscape were breathtaking. Thanks to the donations by Turner Construction, the students
were also able to eat lunch at The Pit, a half a century tradition at the fringe of The Everglades. All in all, it
was a memorable day for eleven young souls, their two high school teachers, Dr. Sprunt, and myself. I
included below some photograph of our trip:

2) On Wednesday March 4, the students of the ACE Legacy Team presented their schoolyard design ideas to
the stakeholders of the Liberty City Elementary. Presentation boards were organized based on thematic
ideas emerged during “see my campus through my eyes” activity held on Nov 25 Design Charrette at the
elementary school. The ACE students first reported on their site inventory findings by utilizing the
photographs they took with the help of elementary school students during the first design charrette, and then
elaborated on their design approaches. They proposed ideas related to improving shade, providing elevated
planting beds, new active play fields, fence improvements, new playground elements, and exercise
equipment. They also introduced their “tropical themed” murals and patterns to be embedded into the
design. The elementary school students, their teachers, and the landscape architecture and construction
professionals of the region, including representatives from Kimley-Horn, Curtis and Rogers, Studio Arth,
2GHO, Turner Construction, Cadence Living, Witkin Hults, and Savino & Miller, provided feedback to the
future landscape architects. After the conclusion of the presentation/feedback session, the event participants
enjoyed a pizza party, sponsored by the ASLA Florida Chapter. The day closed with the presentation of
goodie bags to the students from Liberty City Elementary. Fundraising efforts for these goodie bags were
initiated by the ACE Team students. After finding out that the kids lack drafting tools at their school, the ACE
Team had decided to fundraise using their Christmas funds in order to buy markers, sketchbooks, and other
drafting tools for them. The ASLA Florida Chapter stepped in and took over the fundraising efforts. Many
thanks to the members of the ASLA Florida Chapter, the landscape architecture industry, and the ACE
National for donating funds and goodies for the bags. The ACE Team prepared special cards for each
participating elementary school student and included them into the gifted bags. Here are some photos from
the event:

3) Every Monday and Wednesday from 2:30pm to 5:00pm I volunteer- teach at Miami Coral Park Senior High
as part of the ACE Legacy Project. I sent many emails to the ASLA Florida members who signed up to help
with this effort, however received very little to no return. I need volunteers who can visit our classroom and
give talks/presentations on the following subjects: Photoshop, Design Development, Planting Design, Detail
Design, Paving Design, Construction Preps, Site Furnishing, or on any other field-related subject. You can
reach me through eozer@fiu.edu or 305-215-9633 if you are willing to come on any Monday or Wednesday.
Sincerely yours,
Ebru Ozer
ACE Legacy Chair

